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costly delays occurred before the character of the disease was recog- 
nized, and hospital and other provisions could be made for the sick and 
exposed. 

Under our laws this expense must be met by the counties and cities 
affected, and it can only be made small by proper preparation before a 
case appears. Had Middlesborough and Bell County been thus fore- 
handed and ready to care for the first cases, thousands of dollars would 
have been saved in actual outlay, very many thousands in loss of busi- 
ness, and the officials and community the mortification of clamoring 
for outside aid to do what they were amply able to do for themselves. 

In view of these facts, the board advises that each town and city at 
once pass and enforce a compulsory vaccination ordinance, beginning 
with the colored race, but reaching everybody ; that isolation hospitals 
or tents, and suitable ground for their location, be secured ; that visit- 
ing and strange negroes be hunted out, vaccinated, and kept under 
observation, and especially that physicians practicing amongst negroes 
be instructed as to the difficulty of recognizing mild cases of smallpox 
and varioloid in this race, and of the importance of calling in experi- 
enced counsel in every doubtful or suspicious case. Those having this 
work in hand should deal firmly, but kindly, with every one, advising 
that this work is being done for their protection as well as that of the 
community. 

Quarantines against infected places, the first resort of unprepared 
towns, do much actual harm by giving rise to a false sense of security, 
thus retarding the work of vaccination and preparation, and, if rigidly 
enforced, are much more expensive than the precautions herein advised, 
besides causing much financial loss by interference with travel and com- 
merce. No quarantine can be legally established without the consent of 
this board, and this will not be given unless the circumstances are very 
exceptional. Communities maintaining unauthorized quarantines are 
liable to persons suffering injuries or damages therefrom. 

At this time every person in Kentucky should be vaccinated or revac- 
cinated. If properly protected it will not take, and if it takes there is 
need of it. The vaccination should always be done in three places 
about an inch apart, by a competent physician, with clean hands and 
instruments upon a well-cleaned arm, by scraping off the scarf skin with- 
out drawing blood, and should be allowed to dry thoroughly before the 
sleeve is put down, and should be protected for a few days with a clean 
cloth or absorbent cotton. This will give the best chance for a success- 
ful result, with much less soreness and suffering. 

Fresh, reliable virus may always be had from the National Vaccine 
Establishment, Washington City, or from its agents, The Henry Drug 
Company, of Louisville. Vaccination from the arm of a child known to 
be healthy is equally reliable. 

This board holds itself in readiness to aid local boards to the full 
extent of its powers, but little aid will be needed from it if each com- 
munity will intelligently prepare to take care of itself. 

By order of the board. J. M. Mathews, 

President. 

J. K McCoemaok, M. D., Secretary. 

Recovery of case of smallpox at Brownsville. 

Brownsville, Tex., March 16, 1898. 
Sir : I would respectfully state that the case of smallpox reported to 
you on the 3d ultimo was discharged on the 2d instant. The bedding 
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and clothes of patient were destroyed, the premises fumigated, and 
other precautions taken to prevent a spreading of the disease. So far 
no new cases have appeared. 

Eespectfully, Frederick J. Combe, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United State* 
Marine-Hospital Service, January 1 to April 1, 1898. 



Places. 


Date. 


Oases. 


Deaths. 


Remarks. 


Alabama: 


Jan 30-Feb.l9 

Jan. 6-Jan. 8..... 
Jan. 9-Jan. 26..... 
Jan. 30-Feb.l9 

Feb. 6-Feb. 19 

Feb. 17 


42 
78 
23 
11 
29 
7 

26 




































In Jefferson county, outside 










Smallpox reported. 




Mar. 4 


1 

21 






Dec. 1-Jan. 17 

Feb. 17 










Do. 




Feb. 17 






Do 




Mar. 11 _ 


400 
3 
10 
33 
1 
7 














Feb. 17 








Feb. 5-Mar.27.... 
Mar. 8 


1 










Jan. 15-Feb. 2 

Feb. 17 










Do. 










Do 




Feb. 1-Mar. 4 

Feb. 2 


9 
50 
15 














Mar. 11 








Feb. 17 


Do 




Jan. 13-Feb. 14 


3 

1 

41 

4 






Shelby 








Jan. 27-Feb. 15 
Feb. 17 
















Smallpox reported. 


Arkansas : 


Mar. 1 


5 

2 

1 

12 

131 
18 
29 
9 
2 




Little Rock 


Mar. 31 






District of Columbia : 


Feb. 7 




Naval Hospital. 


Florida: 




Georgia: 






Most cases from county. 




Jan.26-Feb. 16 

Jan. 15-Mar. 1 

Feb. 12 


1 
1 
1 


Griffin ~ 










Smallpox reported. 


Indiana: 


Feb. 26 


1 

1 

176 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
2 
2 
3 
1 

9 




Kentucky : 

Butler 


Feb. 8-Feb. 21 

Feb. 3-Mar. 14 

Mar. 13-Mar. 19.... 

Feb. 5-Feb. 22 

Feb.20-Mar. 2,, 

Feb. 12-Mar. 12 
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Louisiana : 




Massachusetts : 






Westfield 






Michigan : 






New Jersey : 

Westfield 






New York : 


Nov. l-Nov.30... 
Feb 18-Feb. 25 






North Carolina : 














Jan.26-Feb. 12 
Feb. 15-Feb. 24 
















South Carolina: 












Do. 




Mar. 25 
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